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 Iceland’s Magical Northern Lights
October 21-26, 2018

For Jewish Singles in their 40s, 50s, 60s
The “land of fire and ice” is a place of many wonders, 
including the rare opportunity to see the spectacular 

aurora borealis – or northern lights. 

www.amazingjourneys.net
412-571-0220

JewIsh sINGLes TraveL STOP ANY PAIN
In seconds! 1st visit FREE as proof

Yin & Yang Adjustment (YYA) is a very powerful way to remove pains. 
Only highly trained specialists can perform YYA. 

5-6 Yin & Yang adjustments can greatealy improve pain within seconds.

Back | neck | shoulder | sciatica | arthritis | migraine | depression 
weight loss | shingles | skin disease ... any pain or disorder

James Kim, RTCMP, RAC, YYA Specialist
696 Sheppard Ave. West  416.788.3837  7days/wk walk in 9am–7pm

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
PRUNING & HEDGE TRIMMING
PERMITS & ARBORIST REPORTS

FOR ALL YOUR TREE CARE NEEDS!

MATT ROSEN    JASON ROSEN

647 961 6533

NER ISRAEL YESHIVA
250 Bathurst Glen Drive, Thornhill, Ont. L4J 8A7

Celebrating close to 60 years of Torah Continuity

Provides for KADDISH SERVICES, OBSERVING 
YAHRZEIT and MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Please invest in the future. Remember Ner Israel in your will.

CALL 905-731-1224

 Diamonds, Gold & Estate Jewellery
 Rolex  Patek  Cartier and more!!!

90 Eglinton Avenue East 
416-440-1233 • 416-440-0123

Vanrijk.com

VAN RIJK JEWELLERS

BUY  SELL  TRADE

Share your
happy momentS
upload your photo to
www.cjnews.com/mazeltov

A walk through Buenos Aires’ tough Jewish history
SANDY BORNSTEIN
SPECIAL TO THE CJN

Before travelling to Buenos Aires, I asso-
ciated Argentina with a few negative as-
pects of the city’s history – a location that 
harboured Nazi war criminals, the city 
where Israeli Mossad agents abducted 
Adolf Eichmann and the site of two terror-
ist bombings in the 1990s (the Israel Em-
bassy and AMIA, the Asociación Mutual 
Israelita Argentina). 

To gain a better understanding of Bue-
nos Aires, I spent an afternoon touring 
the Jewish community and two days 
visiting popular tourist attractions such 
as La Boca, Plaza de Mayo, the Recoleta 
Cemetery and Museo Nacional de Bellas 
Artes. The Jewish part of my tour was led 
by Ariela Bodner, a guide from Buenos 
Aires Jewish Tours. In just a few hours, I 
received a crash course on Argentinian 
Jewish history. 

In 1813, a few years after Argentina 
began its war for independence from 
Spain, the president abolished the Inqui-
sition and enforced policies that encour-
aged immigration. The country’s new 
hospitable environment inspired western 
European Jews to relocate to Buenos Aires. 

The Jews who had lived in Argentina pri-
or to this time were mostly Conversos or 
Marranos, Jews who converted to Christi-
anity to avoid persecution but continued 
to practise Judaism secretly. It should be 
noted that modern historians are unable 
to identify any of the Conversos’ descend-
ants living openly as Jews at the time of 
the signing of Argentina’s declaration of 
independence in 1816.

Thus, the newly arriving European Ash-
kenazi immigrants in the mid-19th century 
needed to establish a community. They 
worked together to create the Congre-

gacion Israelita de la Republica Argentina 
(CIRA). These Jews eventually constructed 
a synagogue. The building was recon-
structed in 1932 to meet the needs of the 
large number of Jews fleeing Europe. 

This Romanesque and Byzantine-style 
synagogue is a national historic monu-
ment and is located on Libertad Street, a 
block from the noteworthy Teatro Colón. 
It’s the oldest Jewish institution in Argen-
tina and is oftentimes referred to as the 
Templo Libertad. 

During the tour, I walked through the 
sanctuary and the modest museum that 

houses Jewish artifacts. I glanced upward 
at the vaulted ceiling that showcased the 
second level seating and a third level of 
arched stained glass windows. But the true 
focal point is the magnificent multi-storey 
Aron Kodesh. 

In sharp contrast to the splendid sanc-
tuary is the modest museum. The collec-
tion focuses on Jewish culture and has a 
tiny exhibit that sheds light on the Jewish 
Argentine cowboys (gauchos). These pi-
oneers received assistance via the Jewish 
Colonization Association (JCA), founded 
by Baron Maurice de Hirsch. They were 

enticed by the JCA to become farmers in 
Argentina’s countryside. 

Today, the remaining vestiges of JCA’s 
colonies can be found about nine hours 
away at Moisés Ville, which has been 
nominated as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Most Jews today live in the Buenos 
Aires metropolitan area.

While walking in the Once district, we 
passed several synagogues. In one in-
stance, we were instructed not to take any 
exterior photos. Security cameras targeted 
anyone who came close. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

The Libertad Synagogue SANDY BORNSTEIN PHOTOS
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For information about any of our unique tours please contact:
7851 Dufferin St. #204 Toronto,
Phone: 905-771-7800 Ext. 729, TICO #5001275
www.aufgangtravel.com

Land package price (no visa required):

$2,690 USD per person sharing
$790 USD Single supplement.

Jewish Tour to the Czech Republic
Czech it out!

July 12 -July 20, 2018
Explore the Jewish and cultural 

heritage lavishly studded across the country
Prague, Terezin, Karlovy Vary, Pilsen, 

Cesky Krumlov, South Bohemia and Moravia

Included:
8 nights accommodation in Deluxe/First Class hotels
8 full breakfasts, 3 lunches, 5 dinners 
Transfers & touring in deluxe air-conditioned vehicles
English speaking tour director and local guides
Entrance fees as per the itinerary
Meeting with local communities
And much more

Not included:
Air fare, travel insurance, items of personal nature, 
services and meals not mentioned, tipping

 

 

JEWISH HERITAGE TOURS TO ISRAEL  
A LAND OF DIVERSE CULTURES 

Weekly scheduled departures showcasing 9, 11, 12 and 14-night tours year round* 
Connect with your Jewish roots while exploring religious, historical and archaeological sites that make Israel so amazing! 

 

Land cost: from $1,966 US to $6,019 US per person sharing (depends on the season, hotel and 
tour duration) 
Inclusions: shared transfer on arrival/departure, transportation during the tour, licensed English 
speaking tour guide, entrance fees, accommodation twin occupancy, Israeli buffet breakfast daily,  
2 dinners, lunch/Spa at the Dead Sea, Jeep tour in the Galilee and much more! 

Exclusions: airfare, insurance, services and meals not mentioned, items of personal nature, tipping. 

                                    Serving the Jewish Community for over 69 years 

Aufgang Travel 7851 Dufferin St. #204 Thornhill, Phone: 905-771-7800 Ext. 729, TICO # 50012754,  
janice@aufgangtravel.com, https://aufgangtravel.com/israel-tours 

*ask about private customized journeys 
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Jaguar Land Rover
Thornhill

Thomas Minuk Ali  Sales and Leasing Consultant

Call me for all your LAND ROVER JAGUAR INQUIRIES

905.889.0080 x 16248
Cell: 416.948.4118
tali@landroverthornhill.ca

www. jaguarlandroverthornhill.ca
434 Steeles Avenue West, Thornhill, ON  L4J 6x6

Specializing in Asian Art, Jades, Paintings, Antique Silver, Jewelry,
Art Glass, Porcelain, Watches, Bronze, etc. Over 35 Years Experience.

For a professional and courteous consultation please call: 416.669.1716

ANDREW PLUM FINE ART & ANTIQUES
PURCHASING FULL ESTATES & COLLECTIONS

www.PlumsFineArt.com

Bodner didn’t say much as we gazed 
down the street and watched the people 
go in and out of shops. Mezuzot were af-
fixed to most of the textile storefronts. 
Kosher butcher shops and small syna-
gogues were ubiquitous. Along our route, 
we came upon the Paso Synagogue, also 
known as the Great Temple Paso. Bodner 
spoke to the security guard and we were 
given access to the sanctuary. I admired 
the arches, the sculptured mouldings and 
the natural light shining through the stra-
tegically placed windows. 

To remember the victims of the AMIA 
bombing, we walked past the site. Along 
the street, 85 trees stand as a living re-
minder to this tragedy. Since the building 
was closed for the day, we were unable to 
visit the courtyard of the reconstructed 
AMIA (the original building was destroyed 
in the 1994 bombing). Bodner told us that 
Israeli artist Yaacov Agam had created a 
colourful nine-column sculpture inside 
the AMIA courtyard as a symbol of hope. 

A short distance away, I stood at the spot 
where the Israeli Embassy once stood. To-
day, a mini-park with 29 trees and several 
benches memorializes the casualties of 
the terrorist attack. Similar to the trees at 

the site of the AMIA bombing, each tree 
represents one of the victims killed in the 
attack.

Bodner shared her observations about 
the declining Jewish population. During 
the military dictatorships of 1976-83, ap-
proximately 2,000 Jews disappeared. The 
1990s terrorist attacks raised issues re-
garding general safety. In 1998, two banks 
went bankrupt and created economic 
instability. 

Decades after the AMIA bombing, even 
though the case lingers without any reso-
lution, the controversy surrounding the 
death of the case’s chief investigator, fed-
eral prosecutor Alberto Nisman, remains 
in the news. One court recently declared 
his 2015 death a murder and, in Decem-
ber, another court indicted both former 
president Cristina Kirchner and former 
foreign minister Hector Timerman for al-
legedly covering up Iran’s possible role in 
the attack. 

About a quarter of the country’s Jewish 
population lives in lower socio-economic 
conditions and looks to Jewish organiza-
tions for assistance. Fears associated with 
an insecure life have caused a noticeable 
percentage of Argentinian Zionists to emi-

grate to Israel. With a 40 per cent assimila-
tion rate, a 40 per cent intermarriage rate 
and a low birth rate, the future growth for 
Buenos Aires Jewry seems bleak.

Despite these dismal statistics, Bodner 
said she feels the Jewish community re-
mains vibrant and active. Buenos Aires 
has dozens of educational institutions that 
are attended by more than half of Jewish 
Argentine children, and Jewish commun-
ity centres service the Jewish areas. The 
Organization for Rehabilitation Through 
Training (ORT) runs one of the best high 
schools in the city. The Joint Distribution 
Committee has lent a helping hand in or-
ganizing social programs to address the 
community’s needs.

While it is disturbing to hear about the 
Argentine Jewish community’s challenges, 
it was encouraging to learn about thriving 
schools and outreach efforts. 

I recommend taking a few hours to dis-
cover Jewish life in Buenos Aires. While I 
didn’t experience any issues gaining ac-
cess to the Jewish sites, I’ve been told by 
some people that a passport or driver’s li-
cence is a necessity. To avoid disappoint-
ment, it’s best to arrange your visits in ad-
vance so security personnel don’t prevent 
your visit. n

The Paso Synagogue
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